Role of Education
The ACC's approach to global cardiovascular medicine, developed from recommendations made by the Global Strategy Work Group and the ACC's International Committee, is grounded in the College's goal to serve as the premier provider of high-quality cardiovascular education. It is fundamental to our mission-to increase knowledge of cardiovascular science and health care delivery across borders.
To help accomplish this goal, our new international approach will focus on developing mutually beneficial relationships with leading cardiovascular organizations and individuals around the world. These relationships will build a two-way process in which the ACC shares its standards and knowledge through educational programs and products, while, at the same time, innovative techniques and emerging science from other countries are shared with U.S. members.
To execute our strategy, the College plans a systematic approach that will rely on thought leaders from countries and regions around the world, who will be asked to serve as international advisors. The insights they provide will help us develop activities that positively impact the field of cardiovascular medicine around the world. This part of the plan is critically important because we need to understand each country and region and its approach to cardiovascular medicine as we work to develop joint symposia, programs, and research with international partners.
Creating Collaborative Environments
Guiding the ACC's global efforts is the responsibility of the ACC International Committee. Essentially, the Committee is tasked to develop, identify, and prioritize the objectives for engagements within a country or region. With Board of Trustees oversight, the Committee will oversee all international engagements. In 2006, the Committee was expanded to include the ACC Vice President and a representative from the ACC Board of Governors. Additionally, ex-officio representation was expanded to include education, membership, Cardiosource, products, programs, scientific sessions, quality, and the National Cardiovascular Data Registry (NCDR™).
One new addition to the Committee portrays the collaborative environment that the ACC intends to establish with our international members. Huon H. Gray, MD, FACC, FESC, of Southampton University Hospital, Southampton, United Kingdom, will cochair the International Committee. Dr. Gray joins A. Jamil Tajik, MD, FACC, chair, and Spencer B. King III, MD, MACC, co-chair, in guiding the committee. His appointment promises to enhance the ACC's efforts to develop international collaborations.
Also promoting the ACC's efforts at creating a more international approach is the recommendation for election to the 
Setting 2007 Strategic Goals
The International Committee and the ACC Board of Trustees have laid out some ambitious goals for 2007. Specifically, we plan to establish an International Network of Advisors, which will be launched at ACC.07 in New Orleans, Louisiana. Additionally, the Committee plans to organize a task force to explore the ACC's international membership issues and carry out research about facilitating mini-fellowships/exchange programs to promote the international exchange of cardiovascular medical skills, expertise, and knowledge. 625 JACC Vol. 49, No. 5, 2007 Nissen February 6, 2007 President's Page The ACC's international strategy and goals are ambitious, yet timely. Our experiences in China and elsewhere emphasize the need for more exploration of relationships with other countries. These collaborations will help find solutions that will enhance the quality of health care for patients, here and abroad. When we join with colleagues from other countries, it reminds us that medicine has no boundaries. The ACC's goal is to build an environment that recognizes that reality.
